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How many additional “older adults” will 
Minnesota gain during this decade? 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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Unprecedented increases in MN’s  
“older adult” population  
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, MN State Demographic Center 



Projected Growth in Labor Force  
Annual Average, Ages 16+ 
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Slower growing labor force… 
 

That doesn’t sound good. 

It’s probably going to work itself out, right? 



Minnesota loses more people than it  
gains from other U.S. states 
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States with higher rates of migration 
will have faster growing labor forces 

Source: University of Wisconsin, Center for Demography and Ecology 



What if?: Immigration would need to increase 
considerably in order to maintain .5% growth 

 35,500  

 83,100  

 151,100  

 214,200  

261,400 
 290,700 

326,400 

Additional net migrants needed
to maintain present labor force
growth rate

Net migrants in official projection

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center Projections 



AL AK 

AZ 

AR 
CA 

CO 

CT 

DE 

DC 

FL 

GA 

HI 

ID 

IL 

IN 
IA 

KS 

KY LA 

ME 

MD 
MA 

MI 

MN 

MS MO 

MT 

NE 

NV 

NH NJ 

NM 

NY 

NC 

ND 

OH 

OK OR 

PA 

RI 

SC SD 

TN 

TX 

UT 

VT 

VA 
WA 

WV 
WI 

WY 

-2

-1

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

-6% -4% -2% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10%

N
e

t 
m

ig
ra

n
ts

  
(p

e
r 

1
,0

0
0

 r
e

si
d

e
n

ts
) 

Percentage change in labor force 2010-2013 

Labor force growth and net migration, 2010-2013 

States with faster growing labor forces 
have greater net migration 

Source:  MN State Demographic Center Analysis of IPUMS census data and U.S. Census 
Bureau Population Estimates Program Data 



Sources: U.S. Census Bureau & MN State Demographic Center Projections 



Labor force participation of older 
adults has increased only slightly 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 



States’ Rising Educational Attainment & 
Growth in Productivity  

 

Source: EPI analysis of unpublished total economy productivity data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Labor Productivity and Costs program, state employment data from BLS Local Area Unemployment 
Statistics, and college attainment data from the Current Population Survey basic monthly microdata 



Source: Tabulated by MN Compass from Minnesota Department of Education data 

Large gaps in educational achievement and 
attainment exist across racial groups 



Percent with a B.A. or higher (age 25+) 
Minnesota, 2010-2012 
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Between 2000 and 2010 most of 
Minnesota’s growth was Populations 

of Color 
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350,000 more Minnesota residents in 2010 than in 2000 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



Black, Latino and Asian populations 
growing rapidly 
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Largest Population Growth Among Asian, 
Black and Hispanic Groups 
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Minnesota by race, 2012 

Source: 2012 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Back of the envelope calculation: 
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Source: 2013 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau. Note: Calculation “ages” current MN residents 
into and out of  the working ages (25-64). Calculation doesn’t account for future mortality and 
migration that will also contribute to the racial composition of the working-age population. 
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